HOME   LIFE   AT   SAYES    COURT
"Happy art thou, whom God does bless
With the full Choice of thine own Happiness;
And happier yet, because thou'rt blest
With Prudence, how to choose the best:
In Books and Gardens thou hast plac'd aright
(Things which thou well dost understand.
And both dost make with thy laborious Hand)
Thy noble innocent delight:
And in thy virtuous Wife, where thou again dost
meet
Both Pleasures more refin'd and sweet;
The fairest Garden in her Looks,
And in her rnind the wisest Books,
Oh! who would change these soft and solid joys,
For empty Shows, and senseless Noise;
And all which rank Ambition breeds,
Which seem such beauteous Flow'rs, and are such
poisonous weeds?"
The critical Pepys, with his wandering eye which
nothing escaped, came once or twice, and paced the
garden with his friend "with mighty pleasure."
But what Evelyn describes, with rather affected
modesty, as his "poor habitation/' or his "poor but
quiet villa," drew the attention of many of the great
people of the day. In 1662 the Duke of York turned
up and inspected "such things as I had to entertain
his curiosity." That was a busy day for Evelyn, He
dined afterwards with the Duke at the Treasurer of
the Navy's house, and they went on with the Duke
of Ormond to inspect the project of a dock. From
thence on board an East India vessel at Blackwall,
where punch and "incomparably good canary" were
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